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REASONS. 


For Granting Letters of Mart to Trading Ships. /4'9 1 
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Humbly offered to the honourable Houſe of Commons. 
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Commitſhons inſtead ot denying them, and Spain and Holland grant 
them freely ; being of Opinion , That they are ſerviceable to them< 


# þ HAT the French King forces his Subjects Merchant Ships to take 
ſelves and Allies, and hurtful to none except their Enemies. 


That the French Letter of Mart Ships have done us more damage in our Trade 
than their Men of War ; and ſuch of our Merchant Ships and Gallies that have 
been ſo lucky to obtain Commiſſions, have done very good Service, by taking in 
the Mediterranean only many rich Prizes from the French, to the Value of at leait 
One hundred thouſand Pounds within theſe laſt Six Months, 


That upon the Incouragement of having Letters of Mart, which were not de- 
nied till lately, the Merchants have built many very fine Frigats and Gallies, the 
better to annoy the Enemy, and ſecure their own Trade, which was before in a 
great meaſure loſt in ſeveral Places, and now thereby partly regain'd ; but ſhould 
not the Commiſſions already granted, which are expired or expiring ( for they 
laſt but for one Voyage, which is alſo eſteemed hard) be removed, and new 
Ones granted to the Frigats and Gallies lately built, it will be a great Hinderance 
to their hopeful way of recovering our Trade, and allo a Diſcouragement to the 
Merchants and Marriners. 


That in regard Merchant Ships of all other Nations in War have Commiſſions, 
our Commanders and Sea-men are unwilling to £0 ro Sea without being UPON 

ual Terms with them : For withour Commiſhons they dare not feize a Frezc/ 
Skip, though ſhe falls in their way, for fear of being afterwards reraken by the 
French, and hanged for Pirates. Beſides, Commiſſions encourage the Men the 
better to defend their Ships ; For who will fight, when it they ſhould overcume 
they dare not ſeize ? 


That ſuch Ships as have Commiſſions are obliged to give 1500 or 2co00 /. Secs 
curity to perform their InſtruQtions, and particularly rv carry one half of their 
Compliment Land-men, which raiſes a great Number of Sea-men for his Ma- 
jeſties Service ; and their Prizes pay conſiderable Cuſtoms and Fitths to the Crown, 
beſides the Gain it brings to the Concerned and Nation in general ; for each 
Prize is a double Gain to us, in regard the Enemy looſes as much as we get. 


The Objeftion that hath been made againſt granting Commilſſtons is, That 
ſome'of theſe Commiſhon Ships have committed Irregularities, To which 1s an- 
{wered, That there hath been ſeveral hundred Commiſhons granted ſince the 
War, and its believed there never was fewer Irregularities commirted by ſuch a 
great Number of Ships as by thoſe, if any at all. But with ſubmiſſion, fuppo!e 
One in a Hundred of them have broken their Inſtructions, ( though we know of 
none )} it would be ſevere for all the reſt to ſuffer for their Faules, when 1th:y 
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may be ſo caſfily puniſhed for it. 


